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HISTORICAL  SKETCHES 


OF  THE  TIMES  AND  MEN 

IN    ASHFIELD,  MASS., 

DURING  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR. 


 »>oO^O^c  


Tlio  y<'ar  1777  was  *i  jx^ciiliarly  dark  aii<l  Irving;  one,  to 
that  part  <>i  tin-  inl»al)itants  <^f  Aslifiold  wlio  wm*  patriotic. 
Many  <»f  tlu  iu  l>ad  Un^n  liere  only  a  year,  whih'  all  the  H<atle- 
iiu  nts  in  town  were  quite  r«x*ent.  Prominent  men  did  not  dis- 
KUiHo  their  symjKithy  with  tlu^  royal  government,  and  the 
ywir  Ix'fon^  tliree  men  liad  laHen  in  tlie  hattleof  Ivon^  Island, 
never  to  rettirn  to  tlieir  friends.  The  armi(»K  oj  llowc  and 
hur^oyne  were  driving  tlie  Americans  Ix'fore  lh< m  at  almost 
every  iK>int.  It  is  therefore  an  highly  interest in;^^  in(|uiry. 
what  did  our  fathers  <lo?  The  historicid  account  tliat  has 
<<)mo  down  to  us  gives  answer.  They  put  forth  vigorous 
etTortR,  and  otTerei]  Marnest  prayer  to  the  (mm!  of  Heavrii  for 
Proviih'ntial  ai«l. 

Of  the  etTorts.  I  have  often  heard,  how  wln-n  a  messenger 
<  anie  on  the  IGth  of  August  to  l  all  for  soldiers,  hr  found  men 
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at  the  old  mooting-lioiise  witli  tlu'ir  muskets,  ready  to  go 
promptly  on  to  the  army.  And  iijK>n  examining  a  list  of  the 
l)atric)tie  I  am  impressed  with  the  thought,  tliat  j«o  large  a  pro- 
proportion  of  them  did  so.  Seven  out  of  twelve  of  those  who 
w^ere  of  suitable  age.  Two  men  it  appears  were  enduring  liard 
serviet*  under  Wiisliington.  Mr.  Stocking  had  nine  men  t> 
giiird  in  his  house  lxH*ause  of  their  Tory  sympathy.  So 
see  the  efforts  of  the  newly  and  thinly  settled  districts  were 
to  the  extent  of  their  ability ;  though  our  estimate  does  not 
comprise  the  most  thickly  settled  districts  as  No  1,  2. 
and  S.  For  at  tliis  late  day,  I  am  unable  to  learn  where  all 
tiirir  men  were.  Then  our  fathers  were  wise  enough  to  do 
more  than  put  forth  determined  efforts.  They  earnestly 
souglit  for  assistance  from  *'the  great  Judge  of  the  Universe." 
Not  only  soldiers  went  on  :  their  minister  went  as  a  chaplain. 
The  Rev.  Nehemiah  Porter  left  Ashtleld  soon  after  thelGth  of 
August  and  did  not  return  luitil  after  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
g(n'ne.  Ills  serving  as  chaplain  in  Gen.  Gates'  army  is  the 
great  historical  event  of  Ashfield,  though  Dr.  Paine  does  not 
alhide  to  it  in  Ids  history  of  the  town.  Yet  it  may  be  safely 
claimed,  that  it  would  be  profitable  to  every  friend  of  our 
country  to  know  about  his  services  to  it,  in  the  time  of  it*;  trial. 
But  tliougii  [  liave  for  nearly  twenty  years  been  endeavoring 
to  fin  1  something  published  or  written  about  them,  I  h  avc 
found  only  a  few  sentences.  I  am  obliged,  therefore.  t«> 
rely  u[>)n  tr.ilitional  reports.  Tliey  inform  us  that  at  onr 
time  the  army  was  assem))le<l  for  prayer,  and  Mr.  Porter  en- 
gag(Ml  so  long  and  earnestly  in  prayer,  a  ]>rofane  soldier  said, 
**I  don't  want  to  live  until  that  man  gets  done  praying.''  From 
what  Dr.  Thatcher,  a  surgeon  in  the  army,  has  recorded  in 
his  journal,  we  infer  .  tliis  assembling  of  tlu^  soldiers  was  on 
the  Sabliatli.  just  before  (ieii.  (»ates  marched  north  to  meet 
Burgoyne.  And  next  dav  he  wrote  and  issued  liis  proida- 
mation,  encouraging  the  Americans  to  exjit^ct  the  lielp  of 
Heaven.  It  seems  evident  Gates  was  inspii<^l  with  thin  en- 
couraging jussurance  to  his  men,  iiy  luarin;:;  Mr.  Porter's 
prayer. 

And    if  tiiere   is  ;i  Heaven   t<>   lielpthe  oppressed,  in  tb(Mr 

etTorts  to  resist  kings  and  aristocrats,  Mr.  Porter's  prayers 
were  of  great  service  to  secure  the  independence  of  our  fre<» 
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nati(^n.  Quite  too  many  at  tlie  pres*  nt  day  rtason  as  if  there 
wa^  no  such  Ilt^aven.  Theyan*  unwilling  to  admit  tliat  there 
is  an  unseen  Mind  ext-reisinj;  oniniiiotent  power  to  control  all 
events,  as  thejirayers  of  good  people  desire.  But  have  not 
evidence  that  (ien.  Gates  reasoned  correctly,  when  lu*  told 
them  that  Heaven  would  help  them  V  For  was  not  ellicient  aid 
Kiven  ?  It  is  siiid  that  the  liattK's  of  Saratoga  and  Stillwater 
decided  that  the  friends  of  liberty  sliould  succeed  in  esta)>- 
lishing  a  free  government,  or  meet  with  irretrievable  defeat, 
and  that  irretrievable  defeat  would  have  overtaken  our  army, 
had  not  an  unexpected  event  kept  its  ;;eneral  and  olUcers  from 
^oing  on  with  their  unskillfully  formed  jihins.  A  large  l>ody 
of  our  men  were  kept  fn>m  a  bad  movement,  by  a  British 
d«  ierit-r.  who  informed  them  wliere  Hurgoyne's  so]<liers  lay 
concealed,  an<l  so  siived  tliem  from  imminent  danger. 

This  shows-  how  tnuiily  an  unseen  Mind  may  make  a  very 
slight  cause  the  means  of  producing  va.st  results.  We  can 
understand  that  it  was  not  difhcult  to  induce  the  deserter  to 
go  over  to  the  Americans  and  c<)niii)inii(  ate  information  of 
great  imi)ortance.  Upon  comminin  at  ing  that  information 
dependtnl  the  victory  at  Saratoga,  and  tliat  victory  secured  in 
the  end  the  freedom  and  indejH'ndence  ol  tlie  natitm.  We  see, 
therefore,  that  events  are  d-  termined  not  by  llie  evolution  of 
matter  moving  round  and  roun<l  again  by  a  course  of  unvary- 
ing laws  ;  but  by  knowle<lge  as  it  is  possessed  and  used  by 
miml.  We  can  (»asily  understand  how  the  mind  of  a  slirewd 
man.  may  fnrnish  a  g(»neral  with  such  knowledge,  as  will  en- 
able him  to  gain  an  important  victory.  May  we  not  sui>))ose  a 
Mind  infinitely  more  learned  and  skillful  mr.y  do  as  much  and 
va.stly  more.  Now  this  is  w  hat  Wf  hrlicve  is  ]*i'o\  i«lt  in  ia]!\- 
done  in  answer  to  prayer.  The  inlinite  knowledge  of  (iod  is 
continually  directing  events.  The  great  Divine  Mind  is  ever 
turning  the  minds  of  men,  and  events  contingent  u]>on  the 
will  of  men  are  so  changtMl  or  modified,  as  to  make  them  aecon>- 
plish  His  designs.  If  then  He  has  designs  of  granting,  what  is 
desired  in  ])rayer,  no  one  is  able  to  resist  His  purposes.  Our 
fathers  in  this  town  had  a  firm  belief  that  He  has  such  (h'signs. 
So  strong  was  their  confidence  Mr.  Porter  and  sevend  ]mou8 
soldiers,  turn«Ml  asi»le  into  a  retired  placi*  and  spent  a  season  in 
earnest  prayer,  wiiile  the  battle  was  niging  at  SjinUoga.  And 
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tlu'  fact  that  the  most  decisive  victoiy  of  tlie  Revolutionary 
war  was  gained  after  seasons  of  sjieeial  prayer,  is  a  strong 
artifunH-nt  for  the  existence  of  an  intelligent  Beini::,  wlio  lias 
gn\it  |M)wer  to  help  tlie  true  friends  of  freeiloni,  if  they  call 
upon  Ilini. 

Then  the  Bihle  teaclies  that  '*if  we  regard  iniquity  in  our 
hearts,  tlie  Lord  will  not  hear  us."  We  claim  we  have  an  illus- 
tration of  this,  when  we  consider  that  our  fathers  were  not 
slave-holders.  They  did  not  insult  the  (»od  of  Heaven  with 
prayers,  while  they  neglected  to  give  liherty  to  the  Negro.  1 
liave  what  I  deem  reliahle  information,  tliat  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Sluirwin,  the  Congregational  minister  in  our  town,  ownivi  a 
slave  ;  and  for  his  treatment  of  her,  he  was  dismissed  from 
the  ministerial  ofhce.  And  so  great  was  the  aversion  of  our 
fathers  to  the  practice  of  holding  slaves,  and  so  deeply  were 
they  impressed  with  the  truth,  '*that  all  men  were  created  free 
and  equal,"  they  deemed  him  unworthy  of  a  standing  in  the 
j)ulpit.  Our  space  will  not  permit  me  to  give  a  detaik^l  ac- 
count of  this  early,  if  not  the  first,  ellort  in  America  to  re- 
deem the  Christian  church  from  the  practice  of  holding 
slaves.  It  is  suflicient  to  our  present  purpose  to  say  that  the 
prayers  Mr.  Porter  and  Deacon  Taylor  rose  to  Heaven  un- 
hindered by  any  complicity  with  the  practice  of  depriving 
men  of  their  freedom. 

We  have  therefore  another  and  a  conclusive  argument  in 
this,  that  there  is  a  Mind  exercising  omnipotent  power,  to  help 
those  deprived  of  freedom  in  their  struggles  against  their 
opjn'essors.  For  if  we  have  in  writing  certain  spi'<  irted  con- 
ditions, in  which  j)rayer  will  or  will  not  he  heard,  and  those 
conditions  are  manifeslly  ailhereil  to,  evidem  e  is  furnished, 
whicli  ought  to  convinc!(^  every  reasonable  man,  that  there  is  a 
*'8upreme  Judge  of  the  Universe."  To  such  it  will  be  inter- 
e.sting  and  profitable  to  notice  how  many  of  the  victories  of 
th(*  Revolutionary  war  were  gained  in  the  non-slave-holding 
parts  of  the<  ountr>'  ;  and  how  many  of  its  deH'ats  wrre  ex- 
perienr.'d  in  ti»«'  slave-holding  parts.  TIn'  im'u  who  r.illie«l  at 
I^'xingt«Mi  and  drove  thr  Hrilish  back  to  liosloii  were  not 
8lave-h<»lders.  Neithrr  \v(  the  men  who  sto<Hl  on  Runker 
Hill  and  shot  down  the  Hiitish  infantry.  The  defenders  of 
Fort  Stanwix,  and  the  (Jreen  Mountain  lK)ys  and  the  Sons  of 
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New  Hfimp*?hire,  wJio  won  so  promptly  tlie  <i(  siraMn  victory 
at  B**nnini^ton,  were  not  slave-IiohJers  :  neither  were  the  men 
who  aVurl  tirm  at  Sanit()ga,  and  met  the  tlirice  rei)eated 
charges  of  Biirgoyne's  selected  soldiers,  though  their  coui- 
maiidcr  was.  (ien.  Wasliin^^ton,  a  slavt -holdi  r,  was  the  first 
in  comni  ind,  when  it  sulTonnl  tlie  *evere  and  dis;istroiis  defeat 
on  Iy)ni^  Island.  Gen.  Gates,  a  shive-holder,  eomiiianded  at 
Camden,  when  he  and  soMiers  from  slave-hoMing  states  were 
jMinic  smitten,  and  almost  everj'  defeat  and  reverse,  waa  in 
slavt^hoMinp:  states  ;  and  so  furnishes  an  illustration  that 
the  sin  of  h<»Mini^  slaves  hiiidere  l  the  prayers  of  those  wlio 
interceded  for  their  own  fr(  .<l.'iii  .-ind  independence,  while 
they  no^le  -ti'  I  to  ^'iw  liherty  to  the  African  race. 

We  have,  therefore  sound  reasons  for  claiming  M^r.  I*<nter 
rendered  important  services  as  chaplain,  })y  his  prayers  and 
counsids  to  his  country  jvn<l  th<,'  cause  of  free<lom  throu^^hout 
tlie  w  hole  world.  All  the  authors  of  our  American  histories, 
in  their  zeal  to  ;:ive  \Viishin<;ton  tlie  honor  of  acheivinp:  our 
in<le|>en<h'nce,  fail  to  ])resent  a  full  and  correct  view  of  the  very 
;:reat  im[K)rtanee  of  the  victories  at  Fort  Stanwix,  Bennington 
and  San\toga.  But  if  we  turn  to  what  English  historians 
have  writtiMi,  we  find  a  more  just  estimate  of  it.  I  Fume  siiys  : 
^'Uncertain  rumors  heing  sjiread  at  LondcMi.  in  the  course  of 
the  morning,  as  soon  as  Parliament  met,  the  Secn-tary  was 
(juestioned  respecting  the  intellig<*nce.  Rising  slowly  in  his 
S4'at,  in  a  h)w  voi<'e  and  sorrowful  accents,  he  acknowledged 
that  (Jen.  Burgoyne  and  his  army  were  j)risoners  of  war.  For 
a  considerahle  time  after  the  fatal  tidings  were  delivered,  a 
«h'ad  silence  overspreiul  the  house  ;  shame,  consternation  and 
dismay  from  the  declared  issue  of  tlieir  hoasted  annanient. 
did  not  more  closely  (juohain  the  tongues  of  tlie  jnoniolers  of 
the  war,  than  astonisliment  and  grief  overwh*  InuMl  the  feel- 
ings an<i  utterances  of  th**ir  op|M>nents.  The  .stillness,  how- 
€»ver,  of  amazement  and  grief,  at  length  g  ive  way  to  tlie  loud- 
ness of  lament  and  fury  of  indignation;  all  l lie  (  liarges  and 
censures,  tliat  i»ver  had  been  or  couM  he  adduced  were  re])eate<t 
and  a<*cumulated  against  the  authors  f>f  the  war."  l^rnm  this 
extract  we  s<*e  that  the  ahle  British  statesmen  consi<lered  their 
defeats  which  had  re.sulte<l  in  the  surrender  of  Burgoynt*.  as 
severe  ones,  and  likely  to  have  a  highly  disjiatrous  elTect  upon 
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tlifir  cause,  and  thouii::]!  tlie  priile  of  Geor^i^e  the  Third  and 
his  ininisteis,  enci>ura*^ed  l)y  the  self-concoited  and  rash  man- 
agement of  Gates  at  Camilen,  kept  him  from  acknowledgini; 
our  indei)endence  for  several  years  :  still  the  question  was 
decided.  I  have  said  Mr.  Porter's  serving;  as  chaplain  in  the 
army,  \v:is  the  great  historical  event  in  Ashfield  :  I  may  with 
truth,  I  believe,  say  that  his  services  in  the  army  were  in  a  ])re- 
eminent  degree,  a  j^reat  historical  event  in  the  history  of  tlic 
world.  For  far-reaching  effects  have  for  the  past  one  luindre»l 
ye^irs,  resulted  from  them.  Our  history  books  state  that  Col. 
B  ium  was ''despatched  to  seize  a  magazine  of  stores  at  Ben- 
nington." Dr.  Thatcher,  a  surgeon  in  the  army,  in  his  jour- 
nal says  Baum  was  ordered  to  * 'march  to  the  Connecticut 
river  and  return  b}"  the  other  road.""  to  capture  a  large  number 
of  horses  and ''to  endeavor  to  ])roduce  the  impression  it  was 
his  design  to  forma  junction  with  the  British  forc(\s  in  Rhode 
Island."  If  we  consider  what  is  the  reason  fortius  dilference 
b'^tween  him  and  the  others,  we  should  understand  that  almost 
all  the  authors  of  our  liistories  are  unwilling  to  displease  slave- 
holders ;  or  else  have  written  under  the  influence  of  political 
party  ze^U.  They  try  to  make  it  appear  that  Burgoyne's  only 
object  in  sending  out  Baum  was  to  capture  the  military  stores  : 
and  so  bis  generalship  appears  to  many  not  to  have  been  of  a 
very  high  order  ;  and  therefore  his  defeat  b}'  Northern  men 
had  less  to  do  in  bringing  the  war  to  a  successful  close.  But 
if  he  sent  him  with  orders  to  *'march  to  the  Connwticut 
river  and  back  again  by  the  other  road  ;  "  his  ability  as  a  gen- 
eral may  be  estimated  as  of  much  higher  order.  For  it  was 
(piite  a  shrewd  plan  to  send  abn^ad  this  detachment,  to 
strengthen  tlie  Tory  spirit,  alrea<ly  very  strong,  as  wo,  wlio 
have  lived  all  our  days  atnong  the  lulls  of  western  Massachu- 
setts, have  often  been  informed  ;  for  by  so  doing  (intes'  army 
could  not  ho  re-enforced  by  crow«ls  of  militia  men.  The  im- 
pression therefore,  which  some,  if  not  all  the  rentiers  of  liis- 
tory  lK)oks,  that  w(»re  publishe<l  previous  to  Presi<lent  Lincoln's 
proclamation  of  emancij)ati(>n  h:u«\  tlial  Hurgoynt*  waft  an 
inc')mp«'t<'iit  general,  is  a  mistaken  oru*.  He  was  untloubte«lly 
an  able  oHicer,  an«l  it  was  only  a  hair-breath  escajH'.  that  the 
frirnris  of  lil)erty  had,  fr«»m  having  their  cause  strangled 
to  ileatli  by  him.    And  it  wa-*  not  the  ability  of  generals,  that 
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Btopped  hiH  doinj^  it;  Init  tin*  rallwi  of  luirdN  nivu  from  lophounes 
and  houses  little  better,  with  Providential  aid,  who  captured  him 
and  liiH  army,  and  estahlihhed  peace  aiid  eafety  and  free  institutions, 
amun^  our  liilLs  and  vallien. 

Two  thouHand  aeven  hundred  years  before  the  leading  men  in 
the  freest  nation  that  ever  peopled  the  earth,  said  to  their  .lud^e  : 
"Make  us  a  kiii^  that  he  may  j^o  out  before  us,  and  t\i^hi  our  bat- 
tles." From  that  remote  a^^e  until  the  victory  over  Kinj^  (ieorj^e 
the  Third  the  opinion  prevailed  among  the  nations  that  a 
monarchical  form  of  goverment  made  a  nation  more  efficient 
in  war  than  a  republican  one,  but  in  1777,  the  experiment  wa« 
tried,  and  a  republican  government  proved  to  make  a  nation  the 
most  powerful  in  war.  And  this  exi)eriment  is  of  inestimable  im- 
portance to  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  world.  For  the  only  ar- 
f^ument  for  a  monarchical  government  was  shown  to  be  the  mis- 
taken opinion  of  men  adapted  without  careful  experiments.  Hence 
the  effort-H  ami  prayers  of  our  father  have  been  a  cause  producing 
far-reaching  effects. 

There  is  hardly  a  king  now  in  the  whole  world,  th;it  does  not 
tri'mble  on  his  throne,  as  the  result  of  what  the  friends  of  freedom 
did  to  Hurgoyne  and  his  army.  It  was  a  terrible  experiment  to 
them — a  bursting  forth  of  a  mighty  moral  principle,  that  like  a 
great  earthquake  that  begins  to  rock  a  few  hills,  but  year  after 
year  moves  on  with  increasing  volume  of  sound  and  ominous  slink- 
ing of  mountains,  rocks,  oceans,  forests  and  dwellings. 

The  moral  and  intellectual  greatness  of  a  man  does  not  (K'i)end 
on  his  iK'ing  a  ruler  of  a  kingdom  or  an  emj)ire,  or  his  being  the 
conimander  of  a  large  and  successful  anny,  but  on  the  courage 
with  whicli  lie  endures  trials  and  meets  ditticulties  and  dangers. 
Mr.  Forter,  in  the  darkest  hours  of  our  country,  when  men's 
hearts  were  failing  them  for  fear,  and  wlu  n  live  Congregational 
clergymen  in  what  is  now  Franklin  county  wi  re  Tories,  went  on  to 
serve  as  chaplain  in  Ciates*  army.  And  so  far  as  we  can  lenrn  no 
other  clergymen  of  any  denomination  in  the  whole  country  otTercd 
to  serve  in  that  capacity  in  his  army. 

Of  the  other  years,  and  of  the  other  men  who  served  in  the 
Revoluti«)nary  war  from  our  town,  my  space  will  recjuire  me  to  be 
brief,  and  only  to  relate  the  most  interesting  incidi-nts. 

Their  names  were  : 
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ifOSES  SMITH.  Sr.,  KilKcU 
MOSKS  SMITH,  .lit., 

coKNKLirs  wauki:n'. 

TIMOTIIV  UKKKINS.  Ju. 
JONATHAN  TAYLOR,  .Ir. 
ZACHAUIAH  HOWKS, 
KLISHA  TAUKKR, 
JOHN  WAKl). 
SA>U  KI.  (U  ILFoUl), 
JOSKrU  lUSHOP, 

SAMrKL  m'Krox, 

JONATHAN  LYON.  Lo^t  lui  arm. 

Em>kk  KNOS  smi  th, 
JONATHAN  LILLY, 

si'LNc'Ku  riHLLi rs, 
8ylvks'ti;:k  riiiLLirs, 

TIMOTHY  WAUKHN, 
liF/THl  KL  LILLY, 
('ALKI5  WAIH), 
EDWARD  ANAHLE, 
JOHN  KELDING, 
JOHN  ALDEN,  D'wd. 
JOEL  (TLVNSTON. 
EHENEZER  CRANSTON, 
JOSIAH  FULLER, 
HENRY  R0(;ERS,  Dud. 
('apt.  ASA  CRANS  n  )\. 
Di.A(M)N  JOHN  r>KMKN  T. 
IMIINEAS  HEMKXT, 
ROREK'T  (;RAY. 
'Twt'lvi'  yoiiii^r  nu'ii.  wlio  sitvlhI    in  tlu'  Rt'\ olutioiuirv  war 
xi  ttKd  ill  A>lili(  lti  l)».'ft)ri'  it  cbjsi-il  or  soon  after.     Tlu-ir  niinios  are 
LOT.  UASSETT. 
S'TEl'HEN  W  \KKi:\. 
SOLO.MON  HILL. 
CALEB  cm  K(  11. 
JOSEPH  (U  liNEY, 
LAR.\N  S'TE'TS()N, 
C.\LEB  TACKARI). 
EZEKi EL  TAYLOR. 
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D.W'il)  X'lNCKN  T. 
JONATHAN  SKAUS, 
CAJ.VIN  MAYNAlil), 
TIMOTHY  CATIJN, 
ZKHINA  IT:(  LNAIH), 
HKNJl.MAN  SHAW. 

We  find  in  tlie  history  uf  Nurili  AnhlleM,  iliat  this  "  Momcs  Smith 
V  iis  uf  AshtifUl,  aiul  the  fim  of  Saimu-l,  wliu  wim  tin*  t*tm  of 

rresiTveil,  who  was  the  Hon  of  Henry,  wlio  came  to  America  in 
and  was  couHin  to  Chih-ah,  and  who  married  when  9r»  a  fourth 
wife;  eliihln-n  of  the  fiftJi  ^'eneration  altiiidin)^  his  wcthlinLr."  It  is 
alio  sLat»Ml  tliat  he  liad  two  ^on^^,  Mosi-s  and  Aaron.  From  lincUnj^ 
ainonjf  the  liHl  of  voters  in  1771  X^yo  Moses  Smith's,  I  have  evi- 
dence tJiat  hiH  son  Mosee  was  the  one  killed  iu  hattle  and  tliat  Aanju 
died  when  younj(.  Ab  no  further  account  is  ^ven  of  liis  descen- 
dentu,  which  coincides  with  the  tradition  that  none  of  his  nuiK' 
di'scendeiits  survived  tlie  hattle  of  Ja^u^  Island.  An  a<l(iiliui.nl 
slatenjent  infonn  us  he  was  Ensign  from  Hinsdale  in  17'il-4.  So 
we  may  infer  our  town  sent  a  veteran  to  tlie  army  early  in  the  war. 

We  have  often  read  how  Washington,  in  the  heat  of  the  hattle 
'  r  Loup  I.sland.  croM.se<i  over  from  New  York  to  Brooklyn,  and  see- 

\n»\H!St  sohliers  slaughtered,  uttered  an  I'xchimation  of  anguish. 
No  douht  tliere  were  many  exclamations  (;f  anguish,  when  the 
news  came  to  Ashfield,  that  tliree  of  their  hest  soldiers  had  fallen 
ill  hattle.  Moses  Smith  left  a  little  dauj^hter  of  two  years,  the  only 
irvivinj?  meniher  of  the  family;  how  j^nat  must  Imve  heen  her 
sorrow,  that  hi*r  father  and  oidy  hrolher  were  killed  so  soon  after 
the  death  of  her  motlu-r.  She  wa^  carrii-d  hy  friends  to  one  of  the 
river  town.s,  and  lived  to  the  ajje  of  seventy-four,  when  the  mother 
of  the  writer  saw  her,  and  she  told  her  the  sad  story. 

Quite  as  sad  waii  the  story  of  the  <leath  of  Cornelius  Warreiu 
ho  was  shot  in  the  same  hattle.  A  most  feeling:  account  of  the 
deep  sorrow  of  his  mother,  wa«  told  to  rae  by  one  wlio  was  her 
next  door  neighbor.  How  her  husband  wae  intemperate  and  treated 
her  cruelly,  while  Cornelius  was  kind  and  industrious  hut  her  «)ther 
and  younjjer  sons  were  not.  Had  as  many  in  projK>rtion  to  the 
population  been  killed  in  the  thirti'cn  states,  I  f5nd  by  computation 
ir.'T  Would  have  bi-en  slain. 

Jonathan  Lilly,  born  In  Stafford,  Conn.,  In  17io,  came  to  Ash. 
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field  in  17»J2.  and  li;i<l  stTvt'd  in  the  French  war  four  years  and 
was  a  veU*ran  in  the  IK'volutionary  war. 

Joel  and  Khenezer  Cranston  went  into  the  anny  under  Washing- 
ton about  1779.  Both  of  these  young  men  died  suddenly  of  dysen- 
tery.    The  fatal  disease  was  caused  by  eating  beef  badly  cooked. 

Henry  Kogers,  the  father  of  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Seth  Church, 
was  drafted.  At  first  he  felt  reluctant  to  join  the  anny,  but  after 
the  first  campaign  he  more  willingly  engaged  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  until  death  ended  his  earthly  trials  and  hardships. 

Of  John  Alden,  who  died,  and  Jonathan  Lyon,  who  lost  an 
arm,  we  are  not  able  to  learn  much  about. 

John  Ward,  it  appears  from  the  statement  of  his  daughter.  Mrs. 
Israel  Phillips,  now  living  at  Ashfield,  was  in  service  three  years  or 
more;  and  his  son,  John  C,  informed  us  waa  at  Saratoga,  and 
stood  only  about  five  feet  from  Burgoyne,  when  he  gave  up  his 
sword  to  Gen.  Gates.    He  never  had  a  pension. 

Timothy  Perkins,  Jr.,  the  father  of  Jehiel,  and  Timothy  Warren 
were  in  the  army  three  years  or  more,  but  Perkins  had  to  much 
property  to  draw  a  i)ension  under  the  law  as  first  enacted. 

Bethuel  Lilly  was  in  the  army  1780,  and  was  guard  of  Andre  on 
the  night  before  his  execution,  and  as  he  was  taken  to  the  gallows. 
One  of  his  sons,  Joel,  had  three  out  of  his  four  sons  in  the  war  to 
maintain  our  Union;  Joel,  Jr.,  Casper,  who  died  suddenly  in  the 
camp,  and  Rufus. 

The  descendants  of  Joseph  Gurney,  Solomon  Hill,  Laban  Stet- 
son, Kz.ekiel  Taylor  and  Caleb  Packard  are  living  in  ^^pruce  Corner 
district  or  its  vicinity.  Three  of  Packard's  grand-sons  live  now  in 
Plainfield.  Several  anecdote-'  may  be  related  of  Ezekiel  Taylor 
that  are  worth  preserving.  He  stopped  over  night  at  the  house  of 
my  father,  and  in  the  morning  said  he  was  on  h\g  way  to  the  next 
town  to  pay  a  debt  to  the  widow  of  Dr.  A.  He  told  how  several 
years  before  he  had  failed  in  business,  but  now  liaving  got  a  pension 
he  was  determined  to  pay  his  debts.  A  diflferent  spirit  at  the  pres- 
ent time  actuates  many  men,  and  they  refuse  to  pay  their  dcbt*^ 
after  they  fail.  We  have  often  heanl  he  told  with  great  glee,  how 
wh(  n  tlie  tidings  came  of  the  gathering  under  Daniel  Shays,  he 
took  his  imisket  and  started  upon  a  run,  until  in  some  way  he  dis- 
covered his  nnl^ket  had  no  lock  on  it,  and  was  worthless. 

Stephen  Warren  livod  to  the  age  of  ninety.  Some  of  his  dci- 
cendants  are  living  in  Hlinois. 
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David  Viiicfiit — thouLrh  his  father  was  reluctant  to  havo  him  do 
it — erdiated  near  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a  pensioner  ;  no 
wa«  his  8on  David,  Jr.,  for  aervin^'in  the  war  of  1H12. 

We  are  informed  that  all  of  the  Church  name  in  Anhfield  are 
the  descendants  of  Caleh  Church. 

Joseph  Hlake  served  in  the  l{evolutionary  war.  thoui^h  he  lived 
and  died  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  (ioshen.  His  grand-son.  Rosea 
Jilak«',  in  1S7G,  had  in  his  possession  the  old  French  gun  he  u«ed 
in  the  war,  and  he  said  he  very  highly  prized  it,  and  it  is  now  kept 
by  Silas  hlake,  Esq. 

More  interesting  than  almost  any  of  the  liistorical  items  that 
have  been  related  to  us,  was  how  Elizabeth  Stocking  spun  the  yarn 
and  wove  a  piece  of  cloth  for  the  soldiers.  There  must  have  been 
much  real  hard  work  in  converting  enough  tow  into  cloth  to  make 
a  piece  of  some  thirty  or  forty  yards.  She  married  Timothy  Per- 
kins, Jr.,  November  2r)th,  1779,  after  his  return  from  the  war. 

A  veteran  soldier,  Nathan  Crosby,  stayed  over  night  at  the 
liouse  of  my  father  in  1^23.  He  stood  in  a  hard  place  in  the  hard 
fought  battle  of  Monmouth,  and  the  hot  sun  of  that  day  struck  up- 
on his  brain,  and  his  mind  became  disordered.  He  journeyed  from 
Dennis  on  Cape  Cod  to  Ashfield  and  back  again  almost  every  year, 
carry  ing  on  his  back  a  large  pack.  He  walked  to  Washington  to 
nee  the  President — I  think  it  was  Munroe — and  plead  with  him  to 
recommend  to  Congress  to  enact  a  pension  law,  apd  though  we 
do  not  know  how  nuich  influence  his  speech  had  with  the  President, 
yet  to  see  the  once  vigorous  young  man  stand  up  and  tell  what  he 
suffered  in  that  severe  battle  on  that  intensely  liot  day,  and  to  no- 
ti<  e  his  packs  which  contained  all  of  his  j)roj)erty,  must,  it  is  reason- 
able to  sui)pose,  have  lead  the  President  to  reflect  upon  the  circum- 
stance of  one,  wlio  had  endured  so  nnich  for  forty  long  years  and 
never  had  mucli  financial  aid  from  his  country.  But  the  poor  man 
died  before  any  pension  law  helj)ed  liim. 


AAKOX  LYON. 

'•.\t  a  town  meeting  lield  .hine  10.  1777.  it  was  voted  tliat  Aaron 
Lyou  is  a  suitable  jn'rson  to  procure  evidence  against  certain  per- 
sons, who  were  thought  to  be  enemies  of  the  American  States."  It 
is  interesting  to  b-arn  who  this  man  was  and  in  what  j)art  of  tlie 
town  he  lived,  and  what  made  him  a  suitable  person  for  such  a  work. 
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Thi'  writers  of  'Tlu'  Memoirs  of  Mary  Lvon"  were  evidently  iin- 
tieqiiaiiited  with  this  event  in  the  life  of  her  «iraiul-father,  that  un- 
questionahly  had  much  to  do  in  determining;  what  her  character 
should  he.  Let  us  therefore  recall  a  view  of  his  situation  in  the 
summer  of  1  777.  liurLToyne's  orders  to  Col.  Baum  were  to  march 
us  far  as  the  Connecticut  river  and  endeavor  to  produce  the  im- 
j)ression  that  he  intended  to  form  a  junction  with  the  liritish  forces 
in  lihode  Island,  and  return  hy  the  other  road.  If  he  had  succeeded 
in  advanciriLT,  his  route  would  have  heen  on  to  Fort  Massachusetts 
at  East  Iloosac,  now  North  Adams,  and  then  over  the  mountain  to 
near  Fort  Shirly.  now  Heath;  then  ford  the  river  in  what  is  now 
Jiut  klantl.  lie  must  next  po  up  The  Hollow  to  the  settlement  in 
tlir  north-east  part  of  Ashfield,  near  Aaron  l^yon's  house.  lUit  he 
^^a-  not  a  man  to  he  afraid  of  his  duty  to  his  country,  and  Au^usi. 
1777,  Aaron  Lyon,  Peter  Cross  and  Phineas  Bartlett,  Selectmen  of 
Ashlield,  hrou^dit  into  town  meeting  a  report;  that  '*Sanmel  Beld- 
ing,  Seth  Wait,  rhilij)  l'hilli])s,  Samuel  Anahle,  Jr.,  Wait  Hrouu'h- 
ton,  Asa  Bacon,  Klijah  Wait,  .Fesse  Edson  and  Daniel  Bacon  oui^ht 
to  he  hrought  to  a  proper  trial.  The  author  of  the  History  of  the 
Connecticut  \'alley  makes  the  statement  that  Aaron  Lyon  came  to 
liiickland  ahout  17^^0,  hut  it  is  douhtful  if  he  ever  lived  in  Buck- 
land.  The  present  lines  of  the  towns  weri'  not  estahlished  until 
Mary  Lyon  was  ahout  ten  years  of  aj?e.  And  a  list  of  voters  ot 
Ashtield,  in  17I»><  has  the  name  of  Aaron  Lyon.  This  was  the 
f^rand-father  of  Mary,  and  I  am  told  hy  Elijah  Clark,  af  Blainfield. 
now  ninety  years  of  ajxe,  who  lived  some  yi-ars  in  Ashfield  in  his 
youth,  that  hoth  father  and  son  lived  together.  I  have  heen  in- 
f»»rmed  l)y  Deacon  Frederick  Forhes,  of  Buckland,  that  there  was  a 
strife  hetween  the  towns,  which  should  have  a  gore  lying  he- 
tween  tluMU.  Scjuire  Taylor,  of  Buckland,  went  to  the  General 
(-ourt,and  Scjuire  Williams  from  Ashfield,  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting tin*  gore  annexed  to  thi'ir  town.  During  the  ahsence  of  Squire 
Williams.  Siiuin-  Taylor  hrought  u])  the  suhject  and  no  one  heing 
])r(  -ent  to  o])j»ose  him,  got  the  town  lines  alteri-dto  his  satisfaction 
an<l  so  the  Lyon  place  was  joined  to  Buckland.  Instead  of  Aaron 
Lyon,  Jr.,  coming  to  Buckland  in  17S(),  he  was  horn  on  his  father  s 
farm  ahout  17r»7.  in  the  town  of  Ashtield,  and  that  farm  has  great 
nt>toriety  as  tin-  l.irth-i)lace  of  Mary  Lyon.  Thus  we  see  that  the 
writer  of  her  nu  inoirs  wi  re  unac(|uainted  with  an  imj»ortant  fact  in 
her  education,  the  mental  and  moral  training  given  her  family,  when 


15 

tilt*  t(jwnof  A>hfiflil  voti'd  "that  Aaruii  Lyoii.  la-r  ijrr}iri(l-f;itlu*r.  '  U 
a  huitablu  piTstjii"  to  procurt*  tvidfiici*  iii^aiiist  tlie  Torii'.*.  in  their 
town.  Trait.s  of  charac  tc-r  wht  ii  introduced  into  a  family  are  jier- 
petuated  to  the  third  and  fourth  i^'eneration,  or  from  generation  to 
generation  f(jr  thou>ands  of  years,  and  thouj^h  Aaron  I^yon  inij^ht 
have  had  energy  of  mind  hefore  tfie  town  thus  voteji,  we  may  well 
(  laim  that  vote  greatly  strengthened  and  developed  it,  and  so  in- 
-jiired  liiiii  witli  greatness,  both  mental  antl  niijral. 


THK  OKAVi:  OF  MOSi:s  KAAVSON. 

Ill  the  North-west  school  district,  in  the  cemetery  lying  at  the 
foot  of  Tunipkin  Hill,  is  the  grave  of  an  old  Hevolulionary  soldier. 
When  a  small  hoy  1  recollect  visiting  my  aunt,  the  wife  of  his  s*jn, 
Oliver  Hawson,  and  while  there  I  heard  them  talking  about  his 
plans  to  get  a  pension  for  his  then  aged  father.  Hut  the  man  who 
had  ilone  almost  five  years'  hard  service  for  his  country  lunl  been 
to  industrious  and  saving,  and  had  to  much  proj)erty  to  havi*  a  j>en- 
"ion  in  those  years.  Soon  after  his  body  was  laid  in  thr  '^rave. 
though  no  monument  marks  the  spot.  Yet  the  traveler  to  our  rural 
town  may  feel  paid  for  going  once  to  the  place.  When  stAiiding 
here  let  the  dark  hours  of  a  night  in  177i»  be  recalled,  wIkmi  sol- 
diers were  silently  marching  towards  Stony  Point.  Had  it  Ik  cu 
light  we  sliould  not  have  noticed  Moses  Hawsoii,  for  his  .siiiny 
clothes,  or  sash,  or  epauh'ts ;  for  he  only  wore  ragged  j)aiiL.s  and 
•at  with  a  poor  hat.    Though  had  we  been  by  his  side,  as  he 

Tossed  tlie  morass  up  to  the  walls  of  one  of  the  strongest  fort- 
resses the  Hritish  held,  and  saw  the  jirompt  firmness  with  which  In- 
advanced  under  a  severe  fire  of  musketry  and  cannon,  wc  >hould 
have  thtiught  lu*  was  a  Massachusetts  soldii'r.  and  had  wi-  r»  tli ctid 
uiK)n  the  place  this  brave  veteran  had  assigned  to  him  in  one  of  ihc 
advancing  columns,  we  should  wish  to  he  ahU-  to  vi>it  him.  and 
I'  Jirn  about  the  hard  fotight  battles  in  wliicli  he  lunl  stood.     lint  a^ 

iich  a  wish  cannot  now  be  gratified,  tin-  \s  ritcr  net  iilly  vi>ifrd  lii^ 
ilaughti'r,  living  at  West  Ilawley,  for  the  purpose  of  (d)tainin.r  his- 
torical inf«)rmation.  When  aske(l  if  slu*  ri'membered  anything  her 
father  had  told  about  what  he  <lid  in  the  army,  she  said:  "1  oftin 
heard  him  tell  al)out  being  in  Kort  Stanwix,  wljen  it  was  8urroun«h-d 
l»y  tlu*  British  for  fourteen  days,  and  how  he  fire«l  so  fast  ami  so 
long,  his  gun  became  no  hut  he  could  not  hold  it."    She  thouglit 
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her  father  might  have  g(>t  a  i>ension,  had  he  taken  an  oath  he 
wa»  poor;  before  doing  it  giving  his  property  to  his  son;  hut 
he  would'not  take  a  false  oath.  Authors  are  fond  of  writing 
about  generals  and  kings;  but  it  would  be  more  profitable  to 
readers,  if  they  had  the  history  of  men  and  women,  who  have 
moved  in  private  circles.  For  the  courage  of  such  often  de- 
cide the  destiny  of  nations.  Perhaps  I  should  say  they  always 
do.  Who  will  tell  how  nmch  depended  u[K)n  the  courage  of 
Moses  Iliiwson  at  Fort  Stanwix  ?  Wasliington  and  the  mnin 
army  were  hard  presseii  by  Howe  and  his  veteran  soldiers; 
what  could  he  do  to  opi)ose  the  army  of  tlie  north?  Indred 
how  was  that  army  to  be  met  and  checked  in  its  successful 
progress.  The  number  of  Tories  in  all  our  towns  was  rai)idly 
increiising.  The  patriotic  began  to  tremble  and  feel  a  weak- 
ness; but  Moses  Rawson  stood  firm,  and  fought  and  fired  iii>on 
the  soldiers  selected  to  make  a  determined  assiiult  on  Fort 
Stanwix;  and  after  fourteen  days  of  arduous  lalM)r  under  fire, 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  the  enemy  had  retireil.  The 
Americans  had  been  driven  from  Bunker  Hill;  from  New 
York;  from  Ticonderoga,  and  from  almost  everv'  other  place 
where  they  liad  endeavored  to  make  a  stand;  but  now  a  per- 
sistent  and  vigorous  assault  upon  them  for  more  than  two 
weeks  and  only  left  them  standing  firm.  That  this  cmitinued 
and  unflinching  firmness  of  private  soldiers  greatly  discour- 
age<l  Burgoyne  and  his  men,  while  it  encouniged  and 
strengthened  the  citizen  soldiers  to  flock  in  crowds  to  re- 
inforce the  army  under  Gates,  we  can  easily  understand. 
More  than  this  it  is  n»asonable  to  supi>ose  the  men  who  had 
given  an  example  of  firmness  at  Fort  Stanwix,  were  promptly 
called  to  the  front  of  (Jates'  army. 

Burgoyne  in  his  re|K)rt  to  Parliament  says:  '  I  trie<l  what 
virtue  there  was  in  the  British  bayonet,  and  sent  t\\n>e 
times  eh»ven  hundred  men  to  charge  the  enemies'  mnks.'* 
So  it  a|>[K\ar8  that  he  thought  the  unflinching  flrnnu'ss  of  the 
rank  an<l  file  of  tlie  American  army  was  the  cause  of  his  de- 
feat. May  we  not  then  j>;iuse  and  retU'ct  long,  ui>on  what  a 
])rivate  iinlividual  can  accomplish,  if  he  stands  in  his  place 
ami  acts  with  unyielding  courage  ?  It  is  reasonable  tosupjK^se 
Hurgoynr  fully  undfrstcHxl  the  im|>ortance  (»f  Fort  Stanwix, 
and  the  aiisault  uinm  it  woh  vigorous  and  jHTaii^tent,  and  the 


n 

btittle  around  an'l  within  its  walls,  l)ln'):ly  and  t»  rri})lr. 

Mr.  Hradly  writes  of  tlH'.s4*  fvenlful  linics:  **Th<*  ;jr:iilant 
tlt'tVnce  of  Fort  Stiinwix  had  frustratiMi  Bur«^oyiie'8  phms  in 
liiat  direction.  From  every  valley  and  mountain  sIojk*  the 
sturdy  yeomanr}-  went  pourinj;  in  t(»  (iates,  their  patriotism 
kindle<i  into  a  hrii^diter  ^low  liy  the  shouts  of  victory  that 
came  rolling  in  from  Vermont  an<i  il(^\vn  the  valley  of  the 
Mohawk;  from  Fort  Stanwix  and  the  blomly  tield  of  Oriskimy. 
Finding  himself  cut  otT  from  the  n.ssislance  of  St.  Leyer  hy 
way  of  the  Mohaw  k  and  a  dark  storm  cloud  gathering  in  his 
rear,  and  seeing  an  army  rising  before  liini.  he  surveyed  with 
astern  an<l  gloomy  eye,  the  pros|H'ct  tli.it  surrounded  him. 
'  .  '  Si»cond  crisis  in  the  American  Revolution  had  come." 

Now  how  easy  is  it  to  see  that  if  an  over-ruling  Providence 
liad  not  move«l  individuals  to  an  unhen<ling  firnmess  to  stand 
in  tlie  day  of  battle,  when  that  crisis  came,  it  would  have 
been  the  <lark  hour  of  ruin  to  the  cause  of  freedom.  For  Mr. 
Headly's  assertion  '*from  every  valley  and  mountain  sl«)j)e  the 
sturdy  yeomanry  went  fK)uring  in  to  Gates^' is  ofily  the  sen- 
tence of  an  imaginative  writer,  who  pens  a  story  that  will 
please  a  certain  cIjlss  of  readera,  rather  than  state  the  facts  of 
history.  For  if  we  take  our  glasses  and  look  over  the  hills 
and  vallies  of  western  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  N»  \v 
IIam|xshire,  we  shall  notice  only  a  few  hill-sides  ;»nd  vallii's 
that  were  settled  as  early  as  1777.  TluM'efore  only  a  few  far- 
mers couM  go  from  them.  It  was  not  then  great  mimbers  but  tin* 
courage  of  the  few,  that  stoi)|>ed  the  j)rogn\ss  of  the  arruy  of 
the  north.  And  here  in  this  )iill-side  grav('-y;inl.  was  laid  tlie 
remains  of  one  of  those  brave  few,  who  fought  an»l  tircjl  at 
Fort  Stanw  ix;  w}in  >t<>(>d  tirm  at  Saratoga  to  resist  the  repeated 
charges  of  the  Ihitish  infantry;  who  went  on  in  the  front 
ranks  of  one  of  the  cx)Iumns  thnt  capture<l  Stony  Point,  and 
who  for  almost  five  years  endure*!  the  j)ri vati( »ns,  hanlsliij^s 
and  severe  dtNtitution  of  t  he  caini*.  and  nn(  a  crnl  ha>^  been 
exi>4'nded  to  erect  a  monument  to  his  ineinoi}-  or  pension  liini 
or  Ids  children. 
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ELISHA  BASSETT. 


''FIiA^X7S  I}i:n\Ain>.  AVv..  Capiain-Oeneral  and  Gove)-- 
nor-in-Chief  in  and  over  Jlis  Majesty's  Province  of  Massachustits 
Bay,  in  Xeic  England  and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  same. 

To  ELISHA  BASSETT,  Gknt,  Greeting. 

By  virtue  of  tlie  power  and  autliority  in  an<i  by  His  Majes- 
ty's Royal  Coininission  to  nio  ^^ninted  &c.,  over  tliis.  His  Majes- 
ty's Province  of  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay  aforesaid,  I  do  by  tliese 
presents  (reix)sinp si)ecial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  loyalty, 
courage  and  good  conduct)  constitutti  and  api)oint  you,  th(^ 
said  Elisha  Bassett,  to  be  Captain  of  the  Second  Military  Com- 
pany of  foot  of  Yarmouth  and  in  the  iiegiment  of  militia, 
in  the  County  of  Barnstable,  whereof  Silas  Baura  is  Colonel. 

You  are  therefore  carefully  and  dilligently  to  discharge 
the  duty  of  a  Captain  in  leading,  ordering  and  exercising  siiid 
Company— in  arms,  both  inferior  offi(M^rs  and  soldiers  and  keep 
them  in  good  order  and  discipline,  and  they  are  hereby  com- 
manded to  obey  you  as  their  Captain  —  and  you  are  yourself  to 
()l»serveand  follow  orders  and  instructions,  as  you  shall  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  your  Colonel  or  other  superior 
of)icei*s,  according  to  military  rules  and  discipline,  pursuant  to 
the  trust  reposed  in  you. 

Given  under  my  Jland  and  Seal  at  Arms,  at  ]iosion,  the  elev- 
enth day  of  June,  in  the  fi  fth  year  of  the  Heign  of  His  Majes- 

tij.  King  George  the  Third.    Anno  Domini,  1705. 


Kle veil  years  after  "in  1 77  i,  an  assembly  was  ordered  by  Gov 
Gage  to  convene  Oct.  r)th,  but  before  that  time  arrived,  lie 
counternuiniUMl  the  writs  of  conv(>cation  by  a  proclamation. 
The  assembly,  however,  U>the  number  of  ninety,  met  at  Salem: 
the  Governor  not  attending,  they  a<ljourntHi  to  Concord  juid 
afterwards  to  Cambridge;  drew  upaphin  for  the  imme<llate 
defence  of  tlie  Province,  by  enlibting  men  and  appointing  gen- 
eral ofTicers.'*  One  of  these  ninety  men  was  Elislia  Bassett,  of 
Yaiinouth.  I  have  often  heard  his  grand-daughter,  my 
mother,  s|H'ak  of  this  patriotic  act  of  his,  as  a  manifestation 


By  His 
Exeelh^ncy's  Command, 


Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay 
BarnsUible." 


JOHN  COTTEN. 
Secretarv. 


■f'  of  Kreat  c<)ur:i^»»  ari'l  decisio'i  of  (•hara<-ter.  F. »i-  his  h()ii->»' 
'  et(yo(}  on  the  north  side  of  CajK*  OmI  in  what  is  now  Dennis 
Close  by  the  H4^a-shore.  A  war-sliij)  niij^ht  easily  sen*!  men  to 
arrest  and  han^  him  ami  destroy  liis  Innis^*  and  family.  Then 
the  pecuniary  saerifu  e  of  goiiiR  a  representative  was  severely 
felt  by  them.  My  mother  has  rei)eatedly  told  how  her  grnnd- 
jiiother,  whose  name  was  Kiiliamah  Jennings,  >)efore  her  mar- 
riage, was  constantly  s^lyiIl;^^  '  wt'  could  always  get  a  piece  of 
-ilverout  of  thechest  Ijefore  grand  fjitlier  went  representative." 
Men  now  aspire  to  represent  the  people  at  the  General  Court, 
with  a  view  of  improving  their  finances,  l)Ut  he  nuisi  ni«»st- 
ly,  if  not  wholly  at  his  ownexjjense. 

BARXABAS  IIOWKS  1. 

In  a  history  of  Kn^^land  we  tind  thr  jaratrrapli :  --During 
Mie.se  tran.siU'tions  the  Americans  hi-gan  to  make  some  exer- 
tions by  .sea,  as  well  as  by  land;  the  system  of  non-im})ortati« >i), 
which  had  proceeded  the  war  had  caused  a  great  scarcity 
of  manuacturtnl  gocnls.  winch  was  sevendy  felt,  esju'cially  in 
procuring  amis,  aminimition  and  el; a  iiiiii^^  f(»r  thr  troops. 
The  Americans,  however,  })y  fitting  out  nunirr(>us  privateers 
and  other  small  vessels,  found  means  to  reme<ly  in  a  consider- 
a})le  degr(M\  ])y  tlie  multitude'  of  tlu'ir  captures,  tliis  inconven- 
ience, wliich  liad  ftrcsscil  so  ]ica\  ily  en  all  classes  of  people, 
most  of  all  on  tiie  army.  TIk^  prizes  uuide  in  a  single  year  is 
s^ii«l  by  some  English  writers,  to  have  been  estimated  at  a  mil- 
lion sterling."  Among  the  nuMi  who  helped  to  do  this  highly 
imj)ortant  service  for  our  nation,  was  Barnabas  Howes  1,  of 
Dennis,  and  though  h^  never  moved  fo  A^hfield,  his  sons  aiul 
daughters  did:  Kiml)aJl  177fi,  and  liis  daughters  Ph(el)e  and 
I^'tsy  soon  after:  and  his  Jind  their  descM'iidants  art  mnneroiis 
liero  and  at  tlie  \Vest.  Dec.  25th.  177S.  the  privateer  Arnold 
liled  from  Boston  harbor:  a  t^uribly  severe  storm  soon  com- 
mencing, the  shij)  was  driven  against  the  rocks  near  Plymouth, 
and  from  the  wreck  the  Itody  of  our  liardy  and  strong  ances- 
t<»r,  with  thos<»  of  seventy-seven  others  of  sailors  and  .soldiers, 
was  taken:  they  having  all  been  frozen  to  death  by  intense 
and  almost  unparalleled  coM.  The  Jt'wish  historian  Si\ys 
David  was  a  very  tit  man  to  l)e  ;i  king,  for  he  went  tii*st  of  all 
into  all  danger.    Of  I>arnal>as  Howes  1,  it  may  Im-  ^.lid.  he  was 
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a  fit  man  t<>  be  a  leader  of  one  of  the  most  dan«;erous  expeili- 
tions  ill  the  Kevi)hitionary  war.  For  from  what  we  can  learn 
about  him,  he  was  an  athletic  and  experienced  seaman.  From 
his  youth  liis  great  strength  and  cool  judgment  gaimnl  him 
tlie  reputation  of  being  a  sailor  of  the  first  class,  and  though- 
not  the  captain  of  the  })rivate«'r,  I  infer  he  was  the  best  and 
strongest  sailor  on  it.  1  also  infer  he  had  before  this  voyage 
been  out  on  privateers.  Two  important  historical  thoughts 
may  arise  in  the  mind  of  the  careful  reader.  One  is  that  thr 
starting  out  of  the  privateer,  at  that  inclement  season  of  the 
year,  was  owing  to  the  anticipated  approach  of  several  trans- 
ports witli  valuable  stores  for  the  British  army.  The  other  is 
tiiat  the  satl  death  of  seventy-eight  men  accomi)lishe<l  murli 
towards  discouraging  the  British  government.  For  had  th« 
privatiMT  captured  a  prize,  that  t^overnment  would  have  known 
nothing  about,  what/'exertions'' could  be  made  * 'on  the  sea" 
by  "the  Americans."  But  the  news  of  the  dreadful  death  of 
all  these  men,  we  must  believe  soon  became  known  to  the 
king's  ministers,  and  they  could  not  but  understand  how  the 
Americans  were  exerting  themselves  **on  the  sea,"  and  so  be- 
came discouraged  and  weakened. 

As  we  turn  from  this  sketch,  I  wish  to  notice  the  exceeiling* 
ly  defective  histories,  which  liave  been  written  in  the  Unilinl 
States  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  I  have  never  seen — though 
an  extensive  and  careful  reader  of  history— anything  alM)nt 
"the  exertions  made  on  the  sea.''  All  our  history  books  being 
written  by  men  afraid  to  offend  the  Southern  slave-holders; 
and  wlio  had  tlierefore  no  interest  in  iiupiiring  after  what  tin' 
common  people  of  Massachusetts  did. 


asiifii:li>  moi  ntaix. 

Few  are  aware  how  lU  lighiful  and  exti'iisivt*  a  prosp«'ct  is 
atTorded  by  Peter's  Hill,  the  highest  point  on  Aslifleld  Moun- 
tain. We  have  seen  it  stated,  that  the  beauties  of  a  noted 
t«i\vn  in  Ni  w  11  iinpshire  were  not  appreciatcnl  until  they  were 
r.u'efnlly  nolieeil  by  certain  artists.  We  claim  there  are  rar« 
and  valual)le  In^auties  lying  comparatively  unnotictnl  ani^niL 
the  Green  Mountains.  We  believe  we  are  et)rrect,  when  W( 
say  the  prospect  from  Peter's  Hill  may  Ik?  ranketl  fii-sl  in  fur- 
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riishing  these.    We  sliould  ascend  the  hill  on  tlie  west  side,  for 
)  the  whole  view  breaks  abruptly  uixjii  us,  aiul  a  multituile  of 
lie  pnjspects  erowd  theuiselv(\s  on  our  ea^er  attention.  We 
I  '.-l  the  propriety  of  the  name  "Green  MountaiuH."    We  are 
j.lraseil  with  tlie  beauty  of  the  pronpect,  until  its  greatness 
-  lights  us  with  the  thought  that  we  have  before  us.  both  the 
autiful  and  sublime,  and  any  one  of  a  refined  taste,  will  feel 
:it  a  view  where  these  are  combined  must  have  the  prefer- 
iiee.    We  have  many  beautiful  prospec  ts,  but  it  is  dilKcult  to 
tiiid  one  that  is  extensive  and  great,  without  being  remin(le<l  of 
rugged  rocks  an<l  a  barren  country;  but  Peter's  Hill  is  not  a 
i>;irren  mountain,  for  its  top  is  a  line  specimen  of  the  excellent 
p  isture,  which  the  western  part  of  our  state  alfords,  while 
.  'M  every  si<le  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  green  pastures,  green 
meadows  and  forests  present  themselves  to  our  sight. 

What  ad«ls  to  the  interest  of  a  visit  to  our  mountain  ])y  the 
patriot  and  cliristian,  is  the  historical  storv  loM  )»y  the  name 
•f  th»  hill.    Old  Peter,  who  owned  a  lot  of  land  on  its  toj»  and 
le,  was  taken  by  slave-traders;  some  say  as  he  was  picking 
.'I'dls  on  the  sm  shor(»,  other  say  lie  hid  in  tlie  hut,  wlien 
I  hers  were  taken,  but  was  betrayed  bv  a  dog,  and  at  the  agt3 
of  six  or  eight  years,  brought  to  New  England,  and  held  a 
8Uv(*  until  the  royal  government  ended.    When  our  fathers  ob- 
t^ineil  tlieir  liberty,  tliey  consistently  gave  liim  his.    He  be- 
came a  land  owner  and  livifl  to  an  old  age,  and  died  in  jK^ace 
in  our  free  state.    I  have  be(*n  told  an  aged  woman,  asked  Dr. 
Bartlett,  the  son  of  his  master,  why   lie  always  called  01<1 
Peter '* brother'"  V    IIerej>lied,  "he  seems  lik(»  a  brother."  Now 
is  thi're  not  a  moral  beauty  and  greatness  in  his  rejjly.  which 
oiitrast  with  the  conduct  of  many,  wlio  i(M)kiijM)n  the  col- 
' .r»'d  i)eople  as  an  inferior  race V    Tlien  tradition  inf(»rms  us, 
ur  fathers  in  Massachusetts  prom istni  Heaven,  if  iIk  v  wt  ie 
livenul  from  liritisli  armies,  they  would  give       riy  to  their 
ives;  ami  when  i)rosperity  came  and  they  were   j-aved  from 
their  great  danger,  tliis  hill  is  witness,  they  were  true  to  their 
promise.    Peter's  Hill  is  therefore  a  monument  to  both  the 
truthfulness  and  consistency  of  our  fathers:  a  monument  to 
the  early  emancipation  of  African  slaves.    Every  inliabilant 
of  Massachusetts,  who  is  a  friend  of  universiil  emancipation, 
and  every  one  friendly  to  the  fre«Mlom  (»f  the  Afric  an  ia(  e. 


will  feel  an  interest  in  visitin;^  and  contemplating  a  state,  that 
was  true  in  its  prosperity  to  j)romi9es  made  in  years  of  trial 
and  distress. 

Mr.  Griswold  in  his  history  of  Buckland,  asserts  that  Miss 
Hannah  White  wrote  tlie  criticism  upon  Mary  Lyon's  methc^ds 
of  dress  which  we  find  in  her  M'Mn()irs,  hut  they  were  written 
by  Mrs.  Cowles,  and  it  is  so  stated  by  President  Hitchcock,  who 
edited  ''the  Memoir.''  He  also  asserts  with  great  |X)sitiveness, 
that  the  Rev.  William  Ferry  first  courted  Mary  Lyon,  and  that 
a  Mrs.  White  thouglit  her  daughter  Amanda,  would  make  him 
a  better  wife,  and  influenced  him  to  marry  hor.  It  is  a  suilic- 
ient  reply  to  i^iy  I  have  reliable  information  t)mt  Mr.  Ferry 
was  engaged  to  be  married  to  Amanda  White  before  ho  heard 
there  was  a  Mary  Lyon. 


Jonathan  Deals  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  more  than 
three  years.  For  a  part  of  the  time  he  was  emyloyed  in  the 
manufacture  of  cannon.  In  1794,  he  and  Joseph  Clarke  and 
their  families,  with  all  lands  lying  north  of  a  strait  line,  com- 
mencing at  what  is  now  the  south-west  comer  of  Ashtield. 
thence  *'west  17  degrees,  south  195  nxis,"  was  annexed  to  tlie 
district  of  Plainrteld. 


r,.\i;N.\r.As  in )\vks. 

In  tl.r   inWrv  c.t  tlu-  Lii.nuian  i)f  ( 'on.Lrn»  :il  \V.i>laii-U 
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FROM   THE    BEQUEST  OF 


JOHN  HARVEY  TREAT,  A,  M. 


